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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(b) 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO 1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits for 
the above-referenced application. 

Copies of the listed documents, including any copending patent applications, are 
attached. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents 
and indicate that they were considered by making appropriate notations on the attached 
form. 



PATENT 
Customer No. 22,852 
Attorney Docket No. 05394-0013 

The following is a concise statement of the relevance of the non-English 

language European patent application 0 461 045 A1, derived from its abstract: 



The patent application claims nucleic acid fragments 
derived from the genome of Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
having the sequences (I), (II), (III) and (IV). (I) has one of the 
following sequences: 

A : S'-CCCGCGGCAAAGCCCGCAGGACCACGAYCG-S' 
B : 5'-CGACCCGCCAGCCCAGGATCCTGCGACGT-3' 
C : 5'-GGCGGGTCCAGATGGCTTGCTCGATCGCGT-3' 
D : 5'-GTTGGCGGGTCCAGATGGCTTGCTCGATCG-3' 
E : 5'-TCAAAGGGTTTGACAAATTAATGATTGGTC-3' 



F : 5'-TCGTGTACAAAATGTGGACAAGTA-3' 
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G : 5'-TCGACGGACGTCGTGACCAGAAGTC-3' 

H : S^GTCGACACGCCTTCTGCACGGGAAGTCCTT-S' 

(II) which contains at least 10 of the bases in the sequences 
A-H, is some 20-40 bases long. (Ill) which is 20-40 bases 
long, hybridizes to (I) or (II) and is at least 80% homologous 
to these sequences. (IV) has a sequence that complements 
one of (I) (II) or (III). Also claimed is a method for detecting 
M. tuberculosis in a biological sample by contacting it with a 
probe made up of coupled fragments (primers) chosen from 
one of the above sequences, followed by amplification, gel 
electrophoresis and sequencing of the restriction site. 
Specifically, the probe comprises a sequence up to 20 bases 
long that can hybridize to a part of the sequence IS6220 
situated between two primers. Also claimed is a diagnostic 
kit and a nucleic acid sequence specific to M. tuberculosis. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no 
better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the listed 
documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies any of the 
documents as prior art against any claim in the application and applicants determine 
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Attorney Docket No. 05394-0013 

that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under United States law, applicant 

reserves the right to present to the office the relevant facts and law regarding the 

appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or more of 
the documents be applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee due in connection with the filing of this Statement, please 

charge the fee to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, LLP. 



Dated: February 12, 2002 Bv *^ y^^^^^U^p^^ 

Kenneth J. layers 
Reg. No. 25,146 
Phone: (202) 408-4033 
Fax: (202) 408-4400 
Email: Ken.Mevers@finneqan.com 
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International Search Report for PCT/FR00/00637, dated July 27, 2000. 
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